Seven safety tips for you knife shop.
1. Wear hearing protectors to avoid hearing loss (see article in our News & Story section).
2. Wear a good respirator when sanding and grinding.  Dust can cause all sorts of lung problems. Natural products like wood can cause allergies and sinusitis. Some wood species contains alkaloids which can cause swelling of the respiratory track and severe allergic reactions.  
3. Wear safety glasses – metal filings and splinters can penetrate the eyes and cause blindness.

4. Always think and concentrate when you use equipment like a band saw – you can’t buy new fingers, once they are off they are gone!

5. Be careful when taking medication while you are working. Allergy medication, Flu medication and cough mixtures can make you drowsy.

6. When you are sick stay in bed and think about the knives you what to make. A healthy knifemaker can be much more productive than one who is nursing an injury because he did not follow these rules.    

7. The GOLDEN RULE – rather be safe than sorry. Hearing loss is permanent, lung problems maybe fatal and a blind knifemaker is no good!
